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Photo: Pixabay (Pexels)For some reason, many people believe that the ability to solve crossword puzzles is an unbridled talent at the birth of a select few. This couldn't be further from the truth. Crossword puzzles are not an immutable test of your vocabulary or intelligence, they are a learnable skill that
anyone can develop. Learning new skills is one of the best ways to get together and happy, but... Read more No other pun or puzzle asks as much about your brain as a crossword puzzle. Expert puzzles consider not only the literal meaning of each clue, but also similar ones they've seen before, often
repeated answers, syntax quirks, puns, cultural references, and of course, the puzzle theme. Unfortunately, this means that crossword puzzles can definitely be a must for newcomers. Everyone starts somewhere, and no matter what your skills are now, here are four general strategies to help you
improve. Making puzzles every dayThe only way to improve at crossword puzzles is to do a lot of them, and the best way to do that is to work in your daily routine. For me, this means tackling some puzzles from an ancient book of 365 crossword puzzles Will Shortz before going to bed every night. My
mother prints Washington Post crossword puzzles and chips away from them over breakfast; my friends who travel by bus or train are diehard fans of the New York Times crossword app. G/O Media can get a commissionNew York Times puzzles are most people' crossword drug gateways for a reason:
they are easy to find and have a built-in difficulty classification. Monday is the easiest, Saturday is the hardest, and puzzles between ramps, so you can choose the ones that work for you. That said, the New York Times is far from the only publisher out there. The Washington Post, The Los Angeles
Times and Merriam-Webster also publish daily American-style crossword puzzles; if cryptic crossword puzzles are your jam, try The Guardian. Some organizations, such as Queer Qrosswords and Puzzles for Progress, will also send you original themed puzzles as a reward for non-profit donations. Just
remember that each publication has its own style, mastering the difficult clue phrasing in a Saturday New York Times puzzle not necessarily translate into one from the Post, and vice versa. Use an App If you really want to get up your crossword game, sign up for an app, like this one from the New York
Times, it's a great idea. As much as I love them, paper puzzles simply can't touch the user-friendly features you get with an app. You can easily check your work or reveal the answers letter by letter, rather than accidentally peeing at the whole solution. This demystifies the clues enough to make them
feasible, which is exactly what you want. Plus, most apps time your work, which makes it easy to measure your progress. But actually, the biggest plus is accessibility: carrying thousands of digital puzzles in your pocket makes it easy to do a lot of puzzles. Knowing when, and how, cheating is a delicate
delicate subject crossword enthusiasts, but there is no denying that it has its place. Crossword puzzles should be fun, and repeatedly banging your head against the same wall, praying for a different result, is not my idea of fun. Also, frustration is a lousy teacher; unless you have serious competitive
puzzle aspirations, stubbornly refusing to seek answers or control your work will get you nowhere. A lot of games require a big investment of time, at least, if you want to have the best equipment, the... To learn moreMbiously, you should solve every clue that you can without help, but you can't improve
without a challenge. A bit of strategic cheating can guide you through even the toughest puzzles. Apps make this super easy: just check or reveal letters one at a time until you can solve a particularly bad clue. This only gives you enough information to (mostly) engrave on your own, which in turn makes
the answer more likely to stay in your memory. Paper puzzles make strategic cheating a little harder, but thanks to the Internet, not by much. If you're stuck on a printed crossword puzzle, Google the whole clue in quotes. Framing your search around the clue rather than, for example, how many letters you
need to work with will help you understand what the clue wanted from you. Over time, you will need less and less help solving puzzles that would previously have been real stumpers. Studying UpSe you are serious about crossword mastery, the internet is full of people who like to help. A blog like Rex
Parker's is a great place to start. Solve the New York Times puzzle every day, compare the difficulty to other puzzles from that day of the week, and break down key clue/response pairs into a short post. Between posts and comments, you'll have a more complete picture of the solution than if you had just
searched for answers. You can also specialize further and dust off your crossword puzzle: words that often appear in crosswords but almost never in conversation. The New York Times has a quiz that tests your crossword knowledge, and there's a more general guide Dictionary.com. Perhaps predictably,
there's also an entire website dedicated to crossword puzzles, with a new word in the foreground every day and a large archive. If a statistical approach is more your speed, there are crossword response databases out there. Data scientist Noah Veltman analyzed a series of New York Times crossword
clues and responses from 1996 to 2012, then arranged them for crosswordiness and how often they appeared. You can filter lists by the minimum number of aspects or length of words and view details about any specified response. Likewise, Xwordinfo.com the most popular answers and clues for Times
puzzles by year or length of the word. Hell, you could really go all over the place and code yourself some training programs like this guy did, although it's unclear if his approach is more effective at doing a lot of crossword puzzles. This does not mean that you need to build a robot or store solve crossword
puzzles more efficiently; the best training strategy is the one that makes you happy. No matter how many puzzles you solve, or how fast you can solve them, only you keep doing it. If you can do that, you'll never stop getting better. My love of Crossword apps on mobile devices is no secret, so I was
pleased to see that Standalone, Inc had their Crosswords app ready for the iPad at launch. The phrase just a big iPod Touch is always thrown around a lot this week and somehow Crosswords is a perfect microcosm of this - some of the same iPhone screens and elements are available as pop-ups and in



general there is no actual feature that is available on the iPad version that you can't get on iPhone - except for the giant screen. Portrait mode has enough space to show you a long list of clues, the keyboard, and in most cases the entire puzzle without zooming. The landscape is even better, giving both
clues up and down in separate columns, the keyboard, and an enlarged view of the puzzle. Of course, there are plenty of features like tips, the ability to tweet your time, and of course, the ability to download dozens of different crossword puzzles every day from free and for-pay premium sources. Demo
video and gallery after the break! What is communism? Why do hurricanes happen? Why are we yawning? Where can you find the answers to these questions and many others? Facty Answers is the place to go when you want to learn something new or the answer is just on the tip of the tongue.
Sometimes you may already know the answer, but you may want to check or read in more detail about it. Our site contains accurate and easy-to-digest information, perfect for a hectic lifestyle. Learning doesn't have to stop when you finish school. Keep your brain young and with a stream of new and
interesting information. Take in fact from all the school subjects ranging from grammar to biology. Instead of searching through search pages or getting lost along a click-hole, use your time productively and find what you're looking for. It doesn't stop there, use Facty Answers to find great quotes or advice
on books. Impress your friends and colleagues with a wide range of general knowledge. Be a star at your local pub of night curiosity. Finally, win that Trivial Pursuit game with your family. Friends are people you can have fun with. Friends share, go out together and laugh at each other. A friend likes you
for who you are. A good friend can cheer you up when you're sad and keep you company when you're alone. Friends attack each other when someone is bad, or be a bully. In fact, having a good friend can make it less likely that a bully will That's because friends stand out from each other. Your friends
can change as you get older, but some friendships can last a lifetime. Where can I meet new friends? You might have heard the saying There are no strangers, only friends you met again. Friends are everywhere. Start by looking around your class or in the canteen. Other places you might find friends
include: school clubs, sports, and music groups after school activities such as swimming practice, karate or soccer pools, and soccer fields places of worship social skill groups (these groups help people practice talking, listening, and building other friendship skills) What should I look for in a friend? It's
easy to make friends with someone who likes to do the same things you do. If you like to draw, try to find someone who likes to do it too. Maybe you love board games! Whatever it is, look for a friend who likes what you like. When you have things in common, there's more to talk about. Pleasure the same
things is important, but it is even more important to find someone who is beautiful. A person who is bad, teases others, does not listen to the teacher and gets into trouble at school is not a good choice for a friend. Choose someone who: Smiles at you actions allows others to participate is interested in
what you have to say makes you feel good If you are wondering if someone could be a friend, but you are not sure, talk to your mother, dad, teacher, or another trusted adult. An adult can help you decide if someone could be a good friend. What do I say? Once you've found someone you think would be
a good friend, look for chances to say hello, smile and be friendly. Here are some other tips: Offer to share something, like a pencil in class if the person has lost theirs. Say you want to sit here? or Can I sit with you? in the canteen. Give a compliment, like Cool sneakers! Just like you like to talk about
your favorite things, so do friends. So when you're together, ask your friend questions about himself. What do you like to do after school? or What do you do for fun? and What's your favorite band? they will make your friend feel special and keep the conversation going. What else should I know? When
making friends, it's important to know when to end the conversation or say goodbye. People are ready to talk about something else, or do something else, when they give clues like these: don't look any further or around the room doing something else, like looking in their bag to change the subject If it
helps, practicing talking to a new friend with your mother, father, or other trusted adult. This way, you will know what to say next time you meet someone you like. If someone doesn't want to be your friend, that's fine. But don't give up! There will be other possibilities to meet new friends. Friends.
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